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CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23rd 
 
Participants’ arrival 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24th 

 
Venue: Aula Magna, Universitatea Babeș-Bolyai (Str. Mihail Kogălniceanu 1-3, 2nd floor) 
 
10:00-11:30 Anniversary Session 
 Opening addresses & Keynote 1 
 Virgil Stanciu (Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca) 
 
11:30-14:00 Free  
 (11:30-12:30, guided tour of the Old Town, optional) 
 
Venue: Facultatea de Litere (Str. Horea 31) 
 
12:00-18:00 Registration 
 
14:00-15:30 Keynote 2 
 Room: Shakespeare (1st floor, Building B) 
 Laura Mulvey (Birkbeck College, London, UK) 

Women’s Time and Cinematic Time: a dialogue between past and present in the found footage film  
 
15:30-16:00  Coffee Break 
 
16:00-18:00 Parallel Sessions 1 
 

P2. Shakespeare and History 
Room: Popovici (Ground floor, Building A) 
Moderator: Adrian Papahagi 

Dana Percec (West University, Timișoara) 
The Undefined Setting. Space and Gender in Shakespeare’s Chronicle Plays 

Andreea Șerban (West University, Timișoara) 
Revising the Heroic Ideal in Manga Shakespeare Julius Caesar 

Oana Filip (Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj) 
Shakespeare and the Policraticus – A Twelfth-Century Philosophical Source 

 
P3. The Victorian and Neo-Victorian Fiction of Femininities and Masculinities 1 
Room: Bogdan (3rd floor, Building B) 
Convenors: Octavian More, Adrian Radu 

Liliana Pop (Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca) 
Shelley looks at a Painting 

Laura-Corina Rosca (Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca) 
Ekphrasis in Postmodern British Fiction: Esther Freud’s Summer at Gaglow   

Siddhartha Biswas (University of Calcutta, India) 
Remembering the Same: Constructing the Other 

Adrian Radu (Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca) 
The Critic, the Painter and the Slave Ship: Ruskin on Turner’s Modernity 
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P4. Objects of Memory, the Memory of Objects 1 
Room: Kisch (3rd floor, Building B) 
Convenors: Carmen Borbely, Petronia Popa Petrar 

Mihaela Ursa Pop (Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca) 
Postmemorial Materialities in the Herta Müller's Novels 

Rhitama Basak (Jadavpur University, Kolkata, India)  
“Through The Stories We Hear Who We  Are”: Re-membering the “Self” through Reception, 
Resistance and Remembrance 

Călina Părău (Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca)  
Histories of Forgetting: W.G. Sebald 

Carmen Borbely (Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca) 
“Death in a wooden box is more real than death in a jar”: On the Recollective Potential of Things in 
Caitriona Lally’s Eggshells (2015) 
 
P5. Cross-linguistic Challenges in Theoretical Linguistics 1 
Room: Lenau (3rd floor, Building B) 
Moderator: Jeffrey Keith Parrott 

Liana Muthu (Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca) 
The Creation of Proper Names through Analogy 

Zsuzsa Máthé (Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca) 
What Time Does in Language: A Crosslinguistic Analysis of Force Dynamic Patterns in Time 
Metaphors 

Hajnalka Dimény (Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca) 
Do we have verbal metaphors? The example of eat and feed 

Alina Oltean-Cîmpean (Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca) 
Emojis in “Wonderland”: Translating Images (back) to  Text 
 
P6. Narratives and Archive: Memorial Modalities 1 
Room: 243 (2nd floor, Building B) 
Moderator: Michaela Mudure 

Aleksandra Vukelić (University of Belgrade, Serbia) 
Memories of complicity: Margaret Atwood’s The Blind Assassin and Kazuo Ishiguro’s The Remains 
of the Day 

Codruța Goșa (West University of Timișoara) 
Are stereotypes really true? A reader-oriented approach to Olivia Manning’s The Balkan Trilogy 

Charles Nunley (Middlebury College, US) 
Wartime Culture and Non-Clandestine Combativity: The Unclaimed Legacy of Robert Desnos 

Gayle R. Nunley (University of Vermont, US)  
Spanish Travel to Slavic Europe:  Re-Centering European Identity from its Frontiers 

Michaela Mudure (Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca) 
Rereading Aphra Behn 
 
P7. Celebrating the Past: Public Sites of Memory 1 
Room: Grimm (2nd floor, Building B) 
Moderator: Enikő Maior 

Daniela Tecucianu (Independent Researcher)  
Working Through Trauma: Narrative as Therapy in Paul Auster’s The Book of Illusions 

Ramona Ana Sas (West University of Timișoara)   
Neo-tribe memory. Or how the past still haunts you down - a Central European Dilemma 

Imane Jaa (University of Liège, Belgium) 
Scheherazade’s Daughters: Storytelling and Resistance in Kola Boof’s Nile River Woman and Safia 
Elhillo’s The January Children 

Enikő Maior (Partium Christian University, Oradea)  
Between Worlds: Religion versus Secularism 
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18:30-20:00  Conference Dinner 
Restaurant Bricks (Str. Horea 2) 

 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25th 
 
Venue: Facultatea de Litere (Str. Horea 31) 
 
9:00-18:00  Registration 
 
9:30-11:00  Keynote 3  
 Larisa Avram (University of Bucharest) 
 Room: Kisch (3rd floor, Building B) 

Differential object marking: Language change and language acquisition 

 Keynote 4 
 Patrick McGuinness (University of Oxford, UK) 
 Room: Shakespeare (1st floor, Building B) 

The Identity of a Poem: Adventures in translation and pseudo-translation from Pound to Mahon 
 
11-11:30  Coffee Break 
 
11:30-13:30  Parallel Sessions 2 
 

P1. Alfredian Texts and Contexts 1 
Room: Popovici (Ground floor, Building A) 
Moderator: Adrian Papahagi 

Jay Paul Gates (City University of New York, US) 
The Alfredian Prose Psalms and a Legal English Identity 

Sharon M. Rowley (Christopher Newport University, US) 
Bishop Lyfing, Crediton, and Cambridge, Corpus Christi College MS 41 

Tiffany Beechy (University of Colorado, Boulder, US) 
Mashups and Marginalia: A Shadow Manuscript in the Margins of CCCC 41? 

 
P3. The Victorian and Neo-Victorian Fiction of Femininities and Masculinities 2 
Rooom: Bogdan (3rd floor, Building B) 
Convenors: Adrian Radu, Octavian More 

Eliana Ionoaia (University of Bucharest) 
Neo-Victorian Female Corporeality in The Crimson Petal and the White, The Essex Serpent and 
“Morpho-Eugenia”  

Andreea Smedescu (PhD graduate, University of Bucharest) 
Under the Sign of Anamnesis: Ethics of Remembering in George Eliot’s The Spanish Gypsy and in Ion 
Budai-Deleanu’s Ţiganiada  

Monika Kosa (Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca) 
Neo-Victorian Negotiations of Femininity and/in Science Fiction: Paul Di Filippo’s The Steampunk 
Trilogy 

Octavian More (Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca)  
“Longing for a power of vision”: Charlotte Brontë and the transgressive force of the eye 

 
P4. Objects of Memory, the Memory of Objects 2 
Room: Kisch (3rd floor, Building B) 
Convenors: Carmen Borbely, Petronia Popa Petrar 

Nóra Máthé (Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca) 
Remembering 9/11 – Discussing Trauma in Art 

Cristina Diamant (Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca) 
(Non)Human, Interrupted: Beckettian Fossil Records of Trauma 
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Dmitrijs Golonovs (University of Latvia, Riga, Latvia) 
The role of the diary in constructing Paul Klee’s identity in his journey to becoming a painter 

Ioana-Andreea Mureșan (Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca) 
Beret’s Family Chest in O.E. Rølvaag’s Giants in the Earth – Treasure and Escape 

Corina Foldi (West University of Timisoara)  
Past Perfect and Present Nostalgia: History and Memory in Julian Barnes’ England England 
 
P5. Cross-linguistic Challenges in Theoretical Linguistics 2 
Room: Lenau (3rd floor, Building B) 
Convenor: Imola-Ágnes Farkas 

Jeffrey Keith Parrott (Palacký University, Olomouc, Czech Republic) 
Pronominal-case typology and variation in Bulgarian: A pilot study 

Amani Mejri (University of Debrecen, Hungary) 
The Interpretation of English Pronouns by Tunisian Arabic Students 

Bridget Schvarcz (Bar-Ilan University, Ramat Gan, Israel) and Borbála Nemes (Babeș-Bolyai 
University, Cluj-Napoca) 
Classifiers make a difference: kind interpretation and plurality in Hungarian 

Adriana Todea (Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca)  
Theoretical challenges of Romance SE impersonal constructions  

Imola-Ágnes Farkas (Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca)  
Cross-linguistic Challenges in Cognate Object Constructions 

 
P6. Narratives and Archive: Memorial Modalities 2 
Room: 243 (2nd floor, Building B) 
Moderator: Alexandru Oravițan 

Bogdan Stefanescu (University of Bucharest) 
Colonial Trauma and the Trope of the Historical Void in a Second-World Culture. A Comparative 
Case Study of Romania 

Sanja Gligorić (University of Belgrade, Serbia) 
Unlocking Trauma in Jonathan Safran Foer's Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close 

Loredana Bercuci (West University of Timisoara) 
Trauma and Racialized Memory in Zora Neal Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching God (1937) and 
Seraph on the Suwanee (1948) 

Sinziana Popescu (Ovidius University of Constanta) 
The Trauma of Re-location in August Wilson’s The Pittsburgh Cycle 

Alexandru Oravițan (West University, Timișoara)  
Sensory Overload: History, Memory, and Resistance in Don DeLillo’s Falling Man 

 
P7. Celebrating the Past: Public Sites of Memory 2 
Room: Grimm (2nd floor, Building B) 
Moderator: Daniel Darvay 

Pilar Brufau (University of Leida, Spain) 
Albert Camus and Tony Harrison: Recovering the Forgotten Histories of the Inarticulate 

Huszár Somogyi Gabriela (West University of Timisoara) 
Aspects of Identity, Memory and Trauma in the English Patient by Michael Ondaatje 

Kamila Mirasova (Independent Researcher)  
Art as a Fragment Of History In Ayn Rand’s Novel We The Living 

Ecaterina Drăghici (Mihai Viteazul National Intelligence Academy, Bucharest) 
Puppeteering in Salman Rushdie’s The Golden House: The Doomed and the Saved 

  
13:30-14:30 Lunch 

Restaurant Capriccio (Str. Horea 32) 
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15:00-16:30 Keynote 4 
 Room Shakespeare (1st floor, Building B) 
 Susan Irvine (University College London, UK) 
 All that Glitters: Werferth’s Dialogues and the Construction of an English Aureate Style 
 
16:30-17:00 Coffee Break 
 
17:00-19:00 Parallel Sessions 3 
  

P1. Alfredian Texts and Contexts 2 
Room: Popovici (Ground floor, Building A) 
Moderator: Sharon M. Rowley 

Hilary Fox (Wayne State University, US) 
Monastic Fosterage in the Old English Boethius 

Karmen Lenz (Middle Georgia State University, US) 
Calcidius and Boethius on the Soul: Medieval Readings of the Timaeus 

Adrian Papahagi (Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca) 
Glosses and “Glossenglossierung” in the Continental and Anglo-Saxon Traditions of Boethius’s De 
Consolatione Philosophiae 

Rosalind Love (University of Cambridge, UK) 
Reading Boethius in Tenth-Century Canterbury 

 
P4. Objects of Memory, the Memory of Objects 3 
Room: Kisch (3rd floor, Building B) 
Convenors: Carmen Borbely, Petronia Popa Petrar   

Alessandro Clericuzio (Università di Perugia, Italy)  
Inside and outside the luggage: props and identity in Tennessee Williams's theatre 

Adina Florina Dragoș (Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca)  
‘Lost Property’: Objects as Repositories of Memory in David Mitchell’s Number9Dream 

Orsolya Szucs (Pazmany Peter Catholic University Budapest, Hungary)  
Narrative and memory in Edna O'Brien's The Little Red Chairs  

Ioana Cosma (University of Pitesti) 
Memory and Historicity in Ondaatje's In the Skin of a Lion 

Petronia Popa Petrar (Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca)  
Amnesiac Remnants: Tom McCarthy’s Remainder 
 
P6. Narratives and Archive: Memorial Modalities 3 
Room: 243 (2nd floor, Building B) 
Moderator: Rares Moldovan 

Andra-Astrid Belibou (Ovidius University of Constanta) 
The ‘Chosen One’: Awakening the Unwilling Heroine in Marissa Meyer’s The Lunar Chronicles 

Andreea Farcasel (Western Norway University of Applied Sciences, Norway)  
Remembering and Discourse in Autobiographical Fiction: A Focus on Ch. P. Gilman's short story 
“The Yellow Wallpaper” 

Simona Catrinel Avarvarei (Ion Ionescu de la Brad Universityof Iasi) and Nicoleta Rodica Dominte 
(Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Iasi) 
"Pray you, peruse that letter” - an epistolary anatomy of authorship 

Janusz Waligóra  (Pedagogical Univeristy of Krakow, Poland) 
A Man – from History to Ethics… Wisława Szymborska’s Poetic Anthropology 

 
P7. Celebrating the Past: Public Sites of Memory 3 
Room: Lenau (3rd floor, Building B) 
Moderator: Andrada Fătu-Tutoveanu 

Samara Velte (Researcher and PhD candidate, University of the Basque Country, Bilbao, Spain) 
Memory building through history books: analysing the first attempts to teach about the Basque 
conflict (1968-2011) 
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Cătălin Tecucianu (Mihai Viteazul National Intelligence Academy, Bucharest) 
Reconciling History: Filling in the Gaps in Australia’s Colonial Past 

Piotr Kołodziej (Institute of Polish Philology, Pedagogical University of Krakow, Poland) 
History – Identity – Time. George Steiner, Albert György and Wisława Szymborska about the deep 
and indestructible “Sadness of Thought” 

Martina Martausova (Pavol Jozef Šafárik University in Košice, Slovakia) 
Wilderness as Part of the American Cultural Myth in Captain Fantastic (2016) and Leave No Trace 
(2018) 

Andrada Fătu-Tutoveanu (Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca)  
Life-Writing on Cold War Experience. Surviving through Culture and the Culture of Surviving in V.I. 
Stoichiţă’s Forgetting Bucharest & Micaela Ghiţescu’s Between Oblivion and Memory 

 
P8. Forgotten Histories, Forgotten Memories in U.S. Culture 
Room: Bogdan (3rd floor, Building B) 
Convenor: Cristina Stanciu 

Monica Manolachi (University of Bucharest)  
The American Dream in Contemporary Novels by Romanian Women Writers 

Maria-Sabina Draga Alexandru (University of Bucharest)  
Transnational Memory in Yiyun Li’s Novel Kinder than Solitude   

Dana Mihailescu (University of Bucharest) 
The Jewish Fusgeyer Migration Movement from Early Twentieth Century Romania as Transcultural 
Rhetorical Tool in U.S. Memorial Literary Culture 

Cristina Stanciu (Virginia Commonwealth University, US)  
Photography, Memory, and the Legacy of Residential Schools in Native North America 

 
Free evening 
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OPTIONAL TRIP TO ALBA IULIA AND SIBIU 
 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26th 
 
8:30-10:00 Cluj-Alba Iulia 
10:00-11:00 Visit of the Batthyaneum Library 
11:00-13:00 Tour of the fortified city; visit of the Catholic and Ortodox Cathedrals  
13:00-15:00 Lunch in Alba Iulia (Pub 13 – Restaurant medieval) 
15:00-16:00 Alba Iulia-Sibiu 
16:00 Checking-in at Hotel ‘Împăratul Romanilor’ in Sibiu 
17:00– Free / guided visit of the city of Sibiu 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27th 
 
9:00-13:00 Weather permitting, visit of the fortified church of Cisnădie (Heltau) and of the Romanesque church of 

Cisnădioara (Michelsberg). 
13:00-14:30 Lunch in Sibiu. 
14:30-17:00 Visit of the Brukenthal Museum and of the Altenberger House in Sibiu 
17:00-20:00 Sibiu-Cluj 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 28th 
 
Participants’ departure. 
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PARTICIPANTS AND PAPERS 
 
 

Alexandru, Maria-Sabina Draga 
University of Bucharest 

Transnational Memory in Yiyun Li’s Novel Kinder than Solitude   

Literature that reflects on more than one social and cultural spaces often allows personal and collective memories 
to overlap, following the impulse to rewrite history through personal narratives that become relevant to the 
bigger picture. Yiyun Li’s stories and novels focus on characters usually involved in a real or symbolical passage 
from China to the United States, thus creating a comparative space in which memories also travel and gather new 
significance. In Kinder than Solitude, young revolutionary Shaoai is mysteriously poisoned right after Tiananmen, 
an event in which she had been deeply involved and whose defeat is mirrored by the brain damage that affects the 
next twenty-one years of her life. While Tiananmen – a kind of anticlimactic accomplishment in recent Chinese 
history – remains inscribed in China’s collective memory, so does Shaoai’s accident affect her three friends who, 
despite the various developments in their lives, never quite manage to leave it behind. Moran and Ruyu, who 
migrate to the United States, get married, are divorced and fail in various other ways, finally getting used to a 
solitude which feels friendlier than any company, have their lives completely changed by this past trauma. It 
travels with them into their new lives and they do not manage to overcome any more than Boyang, who stays in 
China and takes care of Shaoai. 
 Relying mainly on Astrid Erll’s concept of transnational memory and the connections established within it 
between individual and collective traumas, I will aim to show that, through its depiction of these lives which 
remain intertwined, even if from a distance, Yiyun Li’s novel traces a transnational history of the thwarted hopes 
of post-Tiananmen China 

Avarvarei, Simona Catrinel and Nicoleta Rodica Dominte 
Ion Ionescu de la Brad University of Iasi and Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Iasi 

“Pray you, peruse that letter” - an epistolary anatomy of authorship 

Musing on one of Malvolio’s lines, from William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night, the present paper attempts an 
exploration of the concept of professional authorship and its emerging articulation as reflected in the epistolary 
correspondence signed by nineteenth century intellectuals. The intimate act of writing melts its diaphanous 
corporeality into larger and more resilient horizons of social engagement; the reclusion of the cocoon is soon 
abandoned and thoughts flap wings of audacious flight. No wonder that this very special kind of narrative is at the 
frontline of the struggle of the (nineteenth century) author for a paradigm shift towards a (more) coherent and 
ample professional status. Those were the days when „no literary profession was possible until law had given 
products of the mind the status of property” (William Charvat), and had it not been for the benedictine and 
steadfast endeavour of some beautiful minds and their assiduous letter-writing, it would all have remained but a 
dream for a long time. The journey takes us to the realms of a special narrative that portrays a most vivid fresco of 
ideas, personal stories and cultural, historical, social and political references.  

Avram, Larisa  
University of Bucharest 

Differential object marking: Language change and language acquisition 

One standard assumption in generative linguistics is that language acquisition is the locus of language change 
(Lightfoot 1979, 1998). Learners acquire grammars which may differ from the grammar of the previous 
generation (in highly restrictive ways) (Yang 2002). One influential hypothesis in current acquisition studies is 
that simultaneous bilingual language acquisition “leads to a kind of grammatical competence which does not differ 
qualitatively from that of the respective monolingual L1 learners” (Meisel 2011).  Building on these two main 
views I will address the question of whether language change is similarly reflected in monolingual and 
simultaneous bilingual acquisition under conditions of diachronic instability, when a system-internal property is 
already undergoing a change at acquisition time.  
 The scenario of instability which I discuss is that of the differential object marking system in Romanian. I 
argue that the system is currently undergoing a change which is differently reflected in monolingual and in 
simultaneous bilingual acquisition.  The results of several studies provide evidence that simultaneous bilingual 
children are more conservative than monolingual children. I discuss these results in terms of patterns of 
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(possible) “cross-linguistic” interference effects which emerge from the interaction of language specific 
properties, input and third factors (Chomsky 2005). 

Basak, Rhitama    
Jadavpur University, Kolkata, India 

“Through the Stories We Hear Who We Are”: Re-membering the ‘Self’ through Reception, Resistance and Remembrance 

The question of identity for the Indigenous communities in contact with colonial and Imperial forces relate to the 
understanding of collective memory as opposed to the ‘organised forgetting’ devised by the power structure. The 
struggle to ‘re-member’ the Indigenous self at the face of cultural amnesia is palpable in the works of 
contemporary Indigenous writers writing in English. The contemporary writers can be located at the crossroads 
between the inherited stories (memory) of the Indigenous Self and an overarching sense of imposed 
“universalism”. The paper would try to locate the Indigenous worldviews as palpable in the contemporary 
literatures that portray the possibilities of receiving the English language and ‘re-membering’ the Indigenous 
identity using the same. The study would focus on the quest for identity in the Sto:lo and Pueblo communities 
through the writings of the contemporary Pueblo writer Leslie Marmon Silko and Canadian English author Lee 
Maracle. The paper would try to trace the role of collective memory in re-visiting and re-claiming the English 
speaking ‘Indigenous Self’ where the simple act of storytelling becomes an act of resistance; where identity is 
shaped and claimed through memory. 

Beechy, Tiffany 
University of Colorado Boulder 

Mashups and Marginalia: A Shadow Manuscript in the Margins of CCCC 41? 

This paper will discuss the unique metrical colophon ending the Old English Bede in CCCC 41 as a kind of 
invitation to the further writing that fills the margins of the manuscript.  I read these marginalia together, as 
constituting a “shadow manuscript” devoted to the contemplative concealment-cum-revelation of the Word, in 
multiple genres and languages.  The marginalia do not simply fill a blank, usable space, either, but function 
meaningfully as a shadow to Bede’s work, which, after all, also seeks to reveal the divine plan for the English.   

Belibou, Andra-Astrid  
Ovidius University of Constanta 

The ‘Chosen One’: Awakening the Unwilling Heroine in Marissa Meyer’s The Lunar Chronicles 

The present paper will analyse the replacement of Vladimir Propp’s ‘Princess’ paradigm with the archetype of the 
‘Chosen One’ in Marissa Meyer’s retelling of ‘Cinderella’, focusing on the multilateral approach of the concepts of 
heroism and femininity as forms of identities forced upon the female protagonist. By including the research of 
some Jungian theorists, the paper will discuss aspects of female psychology through the depiction of memory and 
trauma, the presence of such a heroine in young adult literature being approached as a form of retaliation for 
women, who can reclaim their voices and freely expose their struggles and flaws. 

Bercuci, Loredana  
West University of Timisoara 

Trauma and Racialized Memory in Zora Neal Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching God (1937) and Seraph on the 
Suwanee (1948) 

In this paper, I wish to move beyond traditional trauma theory and take heed of Michael Rothberg’s call to 
broaden and differentiate “our understanding of what trauma is, along with our account of the conditions under 
which it is produced” (2013: XVII). As such, I will analyze how the trauma of rape is racialized in Zora Neal 
Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching God (1937) and Seraph on the Suwanee (1948). I seek to show that the 
memory of sexual violence if used differently to construct black and white femininity, and that class plays into this 
process. 
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Biswas, Siddhartha  
University of Calcutta, India 

Remembering the Same: Constructing the Other 

In 1928 Mircea Eliade came to Kolkata and met Maitreyee Debi. Their tryst resulted in two works that remain 
significant as a witness to this collision of cultures. Both of these works show how each constructs the other. The 
other, first constructed as exotic, becomes ordinary. The memory of the other also takes on a dimension of its own. 
This paper will attempt to look at how these othernesses are constructed and how the exoticity is defeated; as 
well as the role of memory in defining the other and how memory of the same encounter can be very different. 

Borbely, Carmen  
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

“Death in a wooden box is more real than death in a jar”: On the Recollective Potential of Things in Caitriona Lally’s 
Eggshells (2015) 

Alert to the vibrant materialities of the manifold sites of memory reactivated throughout her Dublin 
perambulations, the protagonist of Caitriona Lally’s Eggshells (2015) seeks to extricate herself from an 
insubstantial network of human relations, turned all the more alienating since the passing of her closer or more 
distant relatives. Taking heed of the novel’s insistence on Vivian Lawlor’s impossibility to grieve as a symptom of 
self-willed amnesia, this paper explores how tapping the recollective and reconnective potential of objects steers 
the human towards an ultimately volatile grasp of memory. 

Brufau, Pilar  
University of Leida, Spain 

Albert Camus and Tony Harrison: Recovering the Forgotten Histories of the Inarticulate 

One of the core ideas in the work of British poet Tony Harrison, is the will to give voice to the inarticulate, to those 
that have had their right to speak taken away and, consequently, have been forgotten by history. He does so 
through his poetry; merging the personal and the political, the vernacular and the formal, the silenced personal 
stories of his underprivileged ancestors find way to the surface. French writer and philosopher Albert Camus in 
his posthumous novel Le Premier Homme (1994), recounts his humble childhood in Algiers. He also brings to light 
the stories of the silenced ones; the illiterate and nearly deaf-mute mother, and the father, swallowed by oblivion 
after his precocious death in the Great War. I contend that both writers share the belief that poverty renders 
people silent, history-less and thus invisible. In the frame of subaltern and social inequality studies, it is the aim of 
this article to compare both authors, and to analyse how, within their different temporal, geographical and socio-
political contexts, these two successful writers from humble backgrounds fight in a similar way to disclose the 
silenced and forgotten histories of their ancestors. 

Clericuzio, Alessandro  
Università di Perugia, Italy 

Inside and outside the luggage: props and identity in Tennessee Williams’s theatre 

From the glass menagerie of his first successful play to Blanche’s trunk, to the props in his following plays, objects 
have a pivotal role in Tennessee Williams’s dramatic universe. Carrying a dense semiotic contents on stage, these 
props are a fruitful site for the investigation of intersections between memory and identity in an author who has 
for decades recounted and “performed” America to the rest of the world. 

Cosma, Ioana  
University of Pitesti 

Memory and Historicity in Ondaatje’s In The Skin of a Lion 

This paper discusses the construction of memory and identity in Ondaatje’s In the Skin of a Lion. In the novel, 
memory appears multi-layered and identity is constructed through the unfolding of the lives of immigrants who, 
together with the land and politics, make up the fabric of Toronto’s coming into being. 



PARTICIPANTS AND PAPERS 

12 

Diamant, Cristina  
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

(Non)Human, Interrupted: Beckettian Fossil Records of Trauma 

Conventional trauma narratives offer to gradually elucidate the event and its history, serving not just their 
speakers but also the public with a sense of accomplishment despite (or even thanks to) hardship. The Beckettian 
speaker frustrates such expectations and instead often fails to arrive at a precise mapping of trauma or even 
recognise itself as the author of this discourse interrupted by patterns that multiply the egregious gaps. This 
personal archive extends indefinitely with no end in sight, dramatising a perturbed perception of time and 
identity. The present paper turns to the radically unstable subjects of The Unnamable, Not I, and Footfalls, 
analysing how they depart from the humanist project, as well as refuse to be reclaimed and commodified. The 
possibility of a future to look forward to is also called into question as the three values of cybernetics 
(homeostasis, reflexivity, virtuality) are revealed to be able to intensify the suffering of the posthuman subject. In 
this context, objects no longer function as neutral and stable memory aids. Instead, they heighten the fear of one’s 
self being invaded, raising the issue of how to make sense of a slippery past. 

Dimenyi, Hajnalka  
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

Do we have verbal metaphors? The example of eat and feed 

One of the few existing and the most precisely elaborated analysis of verbal metaphors is William CROFT’s (2009) 
analysis of the verbs eat and feed. He presents a number of metaphorical uses of these verbs in a construction and 
frame theoretic setting. Also, his analysis synthesizes the most accepted cognitive models for metaphorical 
meaning change. 
 To answer the question formulated in the title, I start by presenting CROFT’s arguments, then I present an 
alternative explanation for these uses considered to be metaphorical in the cognitive linguistic fields. By 
comparing the two, I wish to show that a model in which meaning extension in the case of verbs is not restrained 
to structural metaphor, is more felicitous. The alternative explanation takes relational distinctiveness essential in 
verbal meaning. 

Drăghici, Ecaterina  
“Mihai Viteazul” National Intelligence Academy, Bucharest 

Puppeteering in Salman Rushdie’s The Golden House: The Doomed and the Saved 

Individuals as well as societies are destinies shaped out by characters and self- managed situations. Under no 
circumstances is it someone else’s fault or merit, yet both failure and success derive from assumed personal and 
societal contingencies. The Golden House of Salman Rushdie canvases American society’s obsessive themes of 
identity crisis – nationwide and egowide –, dissolution and potentially triumphant reinvention, race and 
migration, uncertain sexual identity, longing to return home, playing multiform, historical decline and societal 
multi- layered diversity. What is challenging in discussing Rushdie’s novel is the keen attention to whether 
Rushdie falls prey and pays homage to the perspectivism and plurality of the society he portrays or, as in his many 
other novels, manages to unveil the last drop of humanity hidden beneath the debris of scattered egos and 
shattering contemporary worlds. Is he the above all masques master of puppets or acknowledging himself, tiredly, 
as one of them? 

Dragoș, Adina Florina  
Babeș-Bolyai University 

‘Lost Property’: Objects as Repositories of Memory in David Mitchell’s Number9Dream 

This paper intends to discuss and analyze the theme of objects as repositories of memory as it is represented in 
David Mitchell’s postmodernist Bildungsroman Number9Dream. Its goal is to demonstrate that the novel provides 
commentary on the notion that objects constitute a means of not only capturing the past but are also an active 
participant in the process of constructing memory as a coherent narrative used as a means of defining one’s 
identity. 
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Eliana, Ionoaia  
Bucharest University 

Neo-Victorian Female Corporeality in The Crimson Petal and the White, The Essex Serpent and “Morpho-Eugenia” 

Female corporeality in the nineteenth century engages with gender relations by turning the female body into a 
site of power, through fashion, the male gaze, through the conviction that the sensual female body poses a danger 
as well as through turning the female body into a canvas for male desire. Neo-Victorian texts, however, 
problematize the Victorian values and imbricate a variety of female bodies, ranging from the angelic to the 
monstrous. Thus, the Neo-Victorian fictional works taken as the focus for this paper provide incarnations of the 
vulnerable and the diseased body, the birthing and menstruating one, the anorexic and the obese, the visible and 
the invisible, while engaging with and challenging some of the taboos of the nineteenth century. The construction 
of the female identities in these texts is intrinsically anchored in the body and the body’s strengths or weaknesses 
are mirrored in the minds of the female characters. 

Farcasel, Andreea  
Western Norway University of Applied Sciences 

Remembering and Discourse in Autobiographical Fiction: A Focus on Ch. P. Gilman’s short story “The Yellow Wallpaper” 

This paper aims to analyze two types of discourse that are central in Ch. P. Gilman’s well- known short story ‘The 
Yellow Wallpaper’. On the one hand, the nameless narrator employs a discourse of oppression, pointing to 
women’s powerlessness and vulnerability rendered by patriarchy’s linguistic, physical and mental domination, 
and on the other hand, the narrator’s husband and physician uses a highly oppressive discourse, a literary device 
that the author adopts in order to emphasize male domination and empowerment of women. In addition, this 
paper will also show strong preoccupation with the language of the respective discourses, with a focus on the 
roles and types of speech acts which constitute them. 

Farkas, Imola-Agnes  
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca, Romania 

Cross-linguistic Challenges in Cognate Object Constructions 

In this presentation we propose to examine cognate object constructions in (modern) English (e.g. to sleep a 
sound sleep) and (old) Romanian (e.g. a dormi o dormire ‘(lit.) to sleep a sleep’). Their diachrony serves as a useful 
starting point for our contrastive analysis. The main body focuses on the syntactic and semantic features of the 
three components of this construction in these two languages: the main verb, the pre-/postmodifier and the 
cognate object. In the final part of the presentation we integrate these constructions into the larger class of 
telicity-shifting structures. 

Fătu-Tutoveanu, Andrada  
Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

Life-Writing on Cold War Experience. Surviving through Culture and the Culture of Surviving in V.I. Stoichiţă’s Forgetting 
Bucharest & Micaela Ghiţescu’s Between Oblivion and Memory 

The current presentation attempts a comparison between two life-writings focusing largely on the employment of 
culture and foreign languages as forms of escape in/from a repressive regime. The paper is both interested (on the 
line of the author’s previous research on personal narratives) on the life-writing genre strategies and their 
relation to literature (Stoichiţă’s writing is subtitled “un récit”) and on the manner in which the two accounts 
attempt to retrace the intellectual formation in a traumatic period, constantly connecting the related 
history/herstory with History and the impact of the latter on the evolution of the individual under self-scrutiny. 

Filip, Oana-Corina  
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

Shakespeare and the Policraticus - A Twelfth Century Philosophical Source 

The works of William Shakespeare comprise a complex tackling of history, both in terms of the historical moments 
or characters he highlights, and in terms of the historical sources he uses. One of his less known but extensively 
present sources is John of Salisbury’s 12th century Policraticus, which serves as a nucleus for some of 
Shakespeare’s major motifs, such as the body politic, the world as a stage, the figure of the fool as a voice of 
reason, as well as the mob as an opposing force against the protagonist. 
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Földi, Corina  
West University of Timisoara, Romania 

Past Perfect and Present Nostalgia: History and Memory in Julian Barnes’ England England 

Particularly bent upon the question regarding the way in which we seize the past in order to keep up with the 
present day requirements, through an analytical approach, the paper aims at determining the development of the 
concept of identity through the lenses conveyed by Julian Barnes in England England. Standing as a literary 
exploration of England’s past and cultural heritage, of primary interest within the mechanism of identity 
construction represents the stance of history as debating questions regarding authenticity and of memory as 
recollection of events encompassing values and traits. Thus, the imprint of memory and viability of history 
become firsthand instances in the debate regarding the notion of identity.  

Fox, Hilary  
Wayne State University, US 

Fostering Wisdom: Monastic Fosterage in the Old English ‘Boethius’ 

Recent work by Susan Irvine on fosterage in the Boethius considers the potentially fraught relationships between 
biological and foster parents and children; she concludes that Wisdom’s fosterage of Mod/Boethius provided or 
was based on a model in which the king himself—in this case, potentially Alfred or an Alfredian imitator—
fostered wisdom and concord among the church and laity. This paper adds to Irvine’s work, suggesting another 
dimension in which fosterage played a significant role for the Boethius and its audience: that of monastic 
fosterage, which might have produced a figure like Mod/Boethius himself—an educated man who left the 
monastery for a life in the world. Rather than arguing against Irvine, I suggest that interpreting Wisdom’s scola as 
a monastic school further emphasizes the extent to which clerical and secular culture were intertwined. 

Gates, Jay Paul 
John Jay College, CUNY, US 

The Alfredian Prose Psalms and a Legal English Identity 

Focusing particularly on their overlapping interests with the Preface to the Old English Pastoral Care and Alfred’s 
laws, I discuss the role of the Alfredian Prose Psalms as part of a larger political effort begun in the Alfredian 
period to encourage the peoples of the various English kingdoms to identify as a common people. 

Gligorić, Sanja  
University of Belgrade, Serbia 

Unlocking Trauma in Jonathan Safran Foer’s Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close 

The paper presents an analysis of Jonathan Safran Foer’ Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close in terms of the 
representation of trauma caused by the September 11 attacks. The novel’s narrator Oskar Schell loses his father, 
which incites a traumatic experience. Aiming to mark the development of this experience, the paper employs two 
concepts: acting out and working through, reintegrated into the field of trauma studies by Dominick LaCapra. The 
paper also comments on the belatedness in realization, an occurrence reiterated by Cathy Caruth. Following the 
analysis, the paper concludes by confirming LaCapra’s viewpoint, that a full closure might never occur. 

Golonovs, Dmitrijs  
University of Latvia, Riga 

The role of the diary in constructing Paul Klee’s identity in his journey to becoming a painter 

The diary has long been one of the lesser investigated literary genres due to scholars considering diaries not being 
research-worthy, subjective works of literary production not meant for a broader audience. However, the 
popularity of the genre and the number of published diaries from the second part of the 18th Century has also 
given a certain stimulus in bringing the academic attention to this literary form. The diary of the German-Swiss 
painter Paul Klee, first published in 1957, although highly anticipated by the art world, has since become close to 
none academic scrutiny and was predominantly used as reference material. The goal of this study is to bring the 
diary of Klee to spotlight and examine the role of it in shaping the identity of the painter. In order to achieve the 
set goal a cross-disciplinary approach is used bringing together the art theory of Paul Klee with the literary theory 
of diaries. The research explores the process of auto-communication and self-reflection and its manifestation in 
the diary and their importance in the construction of one’s identity – both private and public, as well as links it 



PARTICIPANTS AND PAPERS 

15 

with Klee’s perception of the painter as a medium of personal experiences. In the result, it will be shown that life 
writing, or in this case diary keeping, is an imperative tool that helps an individual to shape their identity. 

Goșa, Codruța  
West University of Timișoara, Romania 

Are stereotypes really true? A reader-oriented approach to Olivia Manning’s The Balkan Trilogy 

The paper investigates the way in which stereotypes associated with the Romanian people and their culture are 
perceived by Romanian contemporary readership. Employing a mixed approach to research, both qualitative and 
quantitative, in my analysis and using a questionnaire-based survey as method, I focus on the way in which a 
number of students react to how Romanians are perceived by British foreigners in Olivia Manning’s The Balkan 
Trilogy. The trilogy is based on the author’s experience of living in Bucharest during WW II as wife of a British 
Council officer. The theoretical frame underpinning the study draws on reader-oriented theories and relies on 
exploring the culturally and historically rooted stereotypes and their reception. 

Huszár, Somogyi Gabriela 
West University of Timișoara 

Aspects of Identity, Memory and Trauma in The English Patient by Michael Ondaatje 

In my research I focus on the characters of the novel The English Patient by Michael Ondaatje and the way they 
cope with their trauma gathered during the Second World War. Besides their trauma, their identity changes 
together with the circumstances they find themselves in. Memory is also a present theme, being offered in 
fragments by the English Patient without respecting a chronological order. Memory also builds and deconstructs 
one’s identity. 

Irvine, Susan  
University College London, UK 

All that Glitters: Werferth’s Dialogues and the Construction of an English Aureate Style 

Jaa, Imane  
University of Liège, Belgium 

Scheherazade’s Daughters: Storytelling and Resistance in Kola Boof’s Nile River Woman and Safia Elhillo’s The January 
Children 

The poetry collections by Sudanese-American poets Kola Boof, Nile River Woman (2004), and Safia Elhillo, The 
January Children (2017), highlight the importance of storytelling for Sudanese immigrants. The poems’ speakers’ 
desire to share their history of displacement from Sudan to the United States emerges from a need to re-connect 
with the home country which continues to exist through (cultural) memory. Although the speakers’ narratives are 
based on a re-invented Sudan, conveying memories remains necessary as it serves to preserve their indigenous 
identities. However, as the latter are shaped by experiences, the speakers do not claim them in the same way. 
While Elhillo’s poetry collection emphasises Sudanese culture by using Arabic, Boof’s prioritises blackness. In 
addition to revealing a complex and diverse identity, the act of storytelling also extends to criticising the Sudanese 
dictatorial regime, which, according to them, oppresses its people on racial, gender and religious grounds. By 
doing so, the narratives are transformed into a genuine act of resistance to Sudan’s political situation, thus 
benefiting from Scheherazade’s legacy – a female character from Middle Eastern folktales – which Susan Muaddi 
Darraj identifies as an inherent and feminist ability to tell a story in order to fight obscurantism. 

Kołodziej, Piotr  
Institute of Polish Philology, Pedagogical University of Krakow, Poland 

History – Identity – Time. George Steiner, Albert György and Wisława Szymborska about the deep and indestructible 
“Sadness of Thought” 

“To think of ourselves is the main constituent of personal identity” – George Steiner argues and lists ten related 
reasons for the deep and indestructible “Sadness of Thought”. By analyzing the sculpture Melancholy by Albert 
Georgy in the context of the poem Hard Life with Memory by the Polish Nobel Prize Winner Wisława Szymborska, 
the eleventh reason can be formulated. Everything that someone experiences at any moment constantly and 
irreversibly turns into the past. The past can exist at most as a construct of memory – unreliable, uncertain, 
transformed permanently either intentionally or unintentionally. To the question: who am I? – a man responds to 



PARTICIPANTS AND PAPERS 

16 

what he remembers, that is, what he wants to remember or what he can remember. This remembrance is different 
at every stage of life. On the other hand, this defective memory is all that we have, it is a fundamental condition for 
our identity. What’s more, it is impossible to free ourselves from memory. “The end of memory”, as Szymborska 
writes, is also a “judgment on a man”. The future also does not give much hope: first and foremost, the future does 
not exist yet. Hence, the big longing of Szymborska (and a man in general) for the present. But does any present 
exist at all, if what happens is constantly changing into what has happened? 

Kosa, Monika  
Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

Neo-Victorian Negotiations of Femininity and/in Science Fiction: Paul Di Filippo’s The Steampunk Trilogy 

This paper aims to explore the various (and often parodic) articulations of femininity in Paul Di Filippo’s 
idiosyncratic The Steampunk Trilogy, a collection of three Neo-Victorian novellas, in an attempt to interpret (and 
problematize) the intricate representation(s) of gender(ed) identities in contemporary science fiction. 

Love, Rosalind  
University of Cambridge, UK 

Reading Boethius in tenth-century Canterbury 

A look at the glossed copies of the Consolation from tenth-century Canterbury to ask what may be identified as 
strands of glossing particular to that context and whether any distinctive themes emerge from them. 

Maior, Enikő  
Partium Christian University, Oradea 

Between Worlds: Religion versus Secularism 

In my paper I want to deal with Chaim Potok’s novel “My name is Asher Lev” (1972) from the point of view of 
religion and secularism. Potok was a philosopher, a rabbi and a writer at the same time who wrote about the 
struggle of the individual with the community. In the world of the Hassidic Jews there was no place left for the 
individual and for his/her wishes. The protagonist is a sensitive artist who is willing to give up on his family and 
community for the sake of his art. In the world of his parents’ art is a waste of time that draws his attention from 
God. Asher Lev is torn between these two worlds. My task is to show whether he can succeed or not. 

Manolachi, Monica  
University of Bucharest 

The American Dream in Contemporary Novels by Romanian Women Writers 

The history of Romanian migration over the past half a century can be seen as three-fold: before 1989 
(Communism); between 1989 and 2007 (transition); and after 2007 (EU integration). The aim of this paper is to 
explore, to partially translate into English and to compare the representations of the American dream in works by 
women authors, published either in Romanian or in English. Since cultural identity is both rooted and routed, this 
study draws on contemporary research about migration and diaspora to describe the Romanian American 
connection via the ideal of freedom and its actual manifestations. 

Martausova, Martina 
Pavol Jozef Šafárik University in Košice, Slovakia 

Wilderness as Part of the American Cultural Myth in Captain Fantastic (2016) and Leave No Trace (2018) 

American wilderness has significantly contributed to the development of the American narrative, and as a form of 
space instigating self-identification, it continues to shape American mythology. This paper focuses on the 
representation and function of one specific type of the wilderness -the setting of the forest- in contemporary 
American cinema analyzing how this setting contributes to the process of revival of the national memory, and how 
it motivates and shapes the authentic representation of the main male protagonist. This form of authenticity 
reflects a broader cultural call for the authenticity of the American man in the 21st-century American cinema. 
Forest or wilderness is not specifically an object of memory, but, as a setting, it provides the opportunity to study 
current and historical perspectives on the role of nature in nation-building. In films such as Captain Fantastic 
(2016), or Leave No Trace (2018), the forest serves as a habitat to escape social conformity and secure moral, 
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spiritual and aesthetic regeneration of the main protagonist, and to ensure the authenticity of life for the new 
generation. 

Máthé, Nóra  
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca  

Remembering 9/11 – Discussing Trauma in Art 

New York City is possibly the most well-known city on the planet: it is featured in countless movies and pieces of 
literature, it is part of popular culture and, on the 11th of September 2001, it was home to a terror attach which 
was broadcast around the world. Although the events of that day were viewed live on television, its aftermath and 
the trauma still remains an uncomfortable subject. Due to the magnitude of this tragedy, many people still do not 
want to discuss what happened, questions of morality, patriotism, and politics overtake the subject easily. During 
my presentation, I will examine objects of memory which showcase the events, with emphasis on works of art 
such as sculptures and objects from the towers which have been turned into exhibits. I will attempt to answer the 
question: how do we deal with such a visual and widely seen tragedy? 

McGuinness, Patrick 
(University of Oxford, UK) 

The Identity of a Poem: Adventures in translation and pseudo-translation from Pound to Mahon 

Mejri, Amani  
University of Debrecen, Hungary, Doctoral School of Linguistics 

The Interpretation of English Pronouns by Tunisian Arabic Students 

Evidence from research on the Delay of Principle B Effect (DPBE) has indicated that children in their L1 face some 
difficulties in pronoun interpretation in comparison to reflexives. In the same vein, there has been a recent 
interest in DPBE in second language acquisition as some studies investigated the reasons behind this delay for 
speakers whose L1 is French, Spanish, among other languages (Slabakova et al., 2017). However, Arabic language 
remains under-researched, particularly regarding pronoun interpretation. Notably, the Arabic pronominal system 
has a different structure compared to the English language; as it employs dependent (but possibly stressed) object 
pronouns. I report the results of a questionnaire study that is conducted with Tunisian secondary school students 
learning English. The study includes a TVJ-test targeting constructions where the DPBE is expected to arise. The 
study participants have a homogenous background in their language exposure. I will argue that Arabic speakers 
face similar difficulties in pronoun interpretation tasks involving a local antecedent than English children do. A 
particular focus will be attributed to the computational load placed by pronouns and the role of context in the 
process of pronoun interpretation. 

Mihailescu, Dana  
University of Bucharest 

The Jewish Fusgeyer Migration Movement from Early Twentieth Century Romania as Transcultural Rhetorical Tool in 
U.S. Memorial Literary Culture 

From 1900 to 1907, a so-called fusgeyer phenomenon was the most salient characteristic of Jewish emigration 
from Romania, given the high number of impoverished Jews who were on the brink of starvation and who left the 
country on foot. My paper considers the literary representation of this fusgeyer movement over time as a conduit 
for upholding transcultural networks of memory work in the U.S. To that end, I will examine the representation of 
fusgeyers (1) in the literature produced by immigrant fusgeyers to the U.S. (M.E. Ravage’s 1917 An American in 
the Making, and Jacob Finkelstein’s 1942 Yiddish-language “Memoirs of a Fusgeyer from Romania to America”); 
(2) in the literature created in contemporary times in the U.S. (Stuart Tower’s 2003 historical novel The 
Wayfarers). 

Mirasova, Kamila  
Independent Researcher 

Art as a Fragment of History in Ayn Rand’s Novel We the living 

The Russian-born American writer Ayn Rand (1905 – 1982) became famous as the author of three novels “We the 
Living” (1936), “The Fountainhead”(1943), and “Atlas Shrugged” (1957), as well as for developing of the 
“objectivism” philosophy. In all three novels art plays a symbolic role and serves to render Rand’s philosophical 



PARTICIPANTS AND PAPERS 

18 

ideas. The current research focuses on Rand’s first autobiographical novel “We the Living”, events in which take 
place in the early years of Soviet Russia. The history of art in post-revolutionary Russia is reflected in the 
descriptions of music, theatre, cinema, museums, and graphical art, such as placards, incorporated into the plot of 
the novel. Being an ardent opponent of Soviet ideology, Rand gave a strongly biased negative evaluation of one of 
its main sources – Soviet art as opposed to some samples of the pre-revolutionary tsarist times as well as some 
fictitious works of art. The evident contrast reinforced by a variety of expressive artistic means constitutes one of 
the basic principles of the creative method of romantic realism, which Rand promoted. 

More, Octavian  
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

“Longing for a power of vision”: Charlotte Brontë and the transgressive force of the eye 

While the Brontës are customarily remembered for their timeless stories and characters, of no less importance is 
their preoccupation with the question of knowledge and experience, whereby they become genuine exponents of 
the spirit of their age. In this paper we shall address the problematic of sight in the Brontës as exemplary of the 
Victorian ‘visual revolution’ and its new politics of gaze, by focusing, primarily, on Charlotte Brontë’s “Jane Eyre” 
and “Villette” – texts in which visual perception is often doubly-articulated, as a cognitive-epistemological mode 
(supplying the subject with vicarious experiences) and a transgressive force (decomposing and/or re-composing 
inconvenient realities). 

Mudure, Michaela  
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

Rereading Aphra Behn 

The theoretical background of this paper is offered by rereading as theorized by Roland Barthes and Matei 
Calinescu. The former considers that a story should not be thrown away once it has been consumed (read) so that 
we can move on to new texts. The latter points to the sometimes complementary, sometimes sharply conflicting 
relationships between reading and rereading. The desire to escape from censorship, to communicate with a 
sophisticated readership leads to the rereading of a text.   
 We have applied rereading to “The Unfortunate Happy Lady” by Aphra Behn. Philadelphia, the main character 
of this story, reminds one of Aphra Behn’ daring personality. Behn was the first professional woman writer in 
English literature, she is a member of the famous trio of scribbling women together with Eliza Haywood and 
Delariviere Manley, and she has often been read as a champion of female autonomy. Philadelphia transforms from 
a naïve country girl to rich and self-assured woman who marries the man she loves on her own terms. However, it 
seems to us that a careful rereading of Behn’s story will make Philadelphia emerge as a serial killer, a woman who 
has learnt the ways of the Restoration world all too well. 

Mulvey, Laura  
Birkbeck, University of London 

Women’s Time and Cinematic Time: a dialogue between past and present in the found footage film 

Concepts of time are integral to the structuring of history and memory, often invisible, often implicit, often 
seemingly following a teleological line between past and present. As representations of time and the temporal 
mediation of images are deeply embedded in the cinema, I would like to address certain aspects of history and 
memory through film examples and filmic language.   In addition to the cinema’s inherent indexicality, its intrinsic 
formal powers of arrest and reversal of movement, the found footage, or compilation, film can reconfigure 
fragments of material from the past to bring memories and stories that have been hidden from history back into 
visibility. The compilation film has no inherent relation to women, but its formal properties fit well with stories 
that emerge out of silence and cultural marginalization, tentatively making the shift from an individual and private 
world into circulation in the public sphere. 

Mureșan, Ioana-Andreea  
Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

Beret’s Family Chest in O.E. Rølvaag’s Giants in the Earth – Treasure and Escape 

Giants in the Earth depicts the difficulties faced by Norwegian settlers in the Dakota prairie during the nineteenth 
century, advocating for the preservation of their identity in America. Beret Holm, the female protagonist, had 
brought from Norway the family chest, in which she kept all the treasures, all the memories from the homeland. 
Torn by remorse for having left her country and parents, Beret seeks refuge from the wrath of God, hiding with 
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her children in the family chest, which she sees as her coffin in a moment of despair, and which would be used as 
altar for a ritual of communion that would bring comfort to her troubled soul. 

Muthu, Liana  
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

The Creation of Proper Names through Analogy 

Starting from the premise that analogy represents an alternative mechanism to the lexical rule system that 
explains the process of word formation, this paper analyses the motivation of using analogy to create proper 
names. Many of them are bearers of cultural information since they make reference to facts of civilization. Having 
as starting point the extralinguistic reality an author could create proper names through analogy, i.e. according to 
the linguistic patterns that exist in a natural language. These are linked to the situational and cultural contexts an 
author aims to re-create. Consequently, linguistic analogy is a motivated way to explore the process of creating 
proper names to fill some immediate need. 

Nemes, Borbála  
Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

Classifiers make a difference: kind interpretation and plurality in Hungarian 

This talk provides an analysis of Hungarian sortal individuating classifiers, shedding light on the complex 
interplay between classifiers, plural marking and kind interpretation. Building on Schvarcz & Rothstein’s (2017) 
mass / count flexibility approach, we show that Num +N and Num +CL +N constructions have different 
interpretations, particularly kind-interpretation tells the two apart. Contra Dékány (2011) we claim that plurals 
and classifiers are neither semantically nor syntactically the same and propose that plural in Hungarian is a 
genuine plural, while classifiers map kinds into predicates. We claim that Hungarian nominals are kind denoting 
by default and can undergo a kind-to-predicate shift explicitly triggered by a sortal individuating classifier. 

Nunley, Charles  
Middlebury College, US 

Wartime Culture and Non-Clandestine Combativity: The Unclaimed Legacy of Robert Desnos 

In my paper I explore issues of heritage and memory as they relate to the wartime productivity of the renowned 
French surrealist and resistance fighter, Robert Desnos, focusing on the chronicles he published in the 
collaborationist Parisian daily Aujourd’hui.  These works provide fertile ground for critical consideration of non-
clandestine combativity at the time of the German Occupation (1940-1944).  As I hope to show, by turning his 
attention to the most mundane aspects of daily life in occupied Paris, Desnos took his wartime writing into 
unpredictable terrain through a potentially risky engagement with the German-controlled public sphere. 

Nunley, Gayle R.  
University of Vermont, US 

Spanish Travel to Slavic Europe:  Re-Centering European Identity from its Frontiers 

In response to the exoticization of Iberian culture in much European travel writing, Spain’s own travel authors 
commonly use their texts to re-assert their nation’s status within the European cultural sphere.  Spanish writing 
on Europe’s Slavic East, a region viewed as sharing a similarly marginalized status within contemporary 
perceptions of European identity, offers compelling illustration of the complex interplay of placed-ness and 
displacement inhabiting identity constructions at the ‘frontier,’ revealing a deeply contested (and at times, 
unexpectedly modern) engagement with notions of cultural and personal identity, mobility, and contact-zone 
encounter acted out within and against the broader European paradigm.   

Oltean-Cimpean, Alina 
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

Emojis in Wonderland: Translating Images (back) to Text 

Since the 2010s emojis have become an important part of our computer-mediated communication, being used to 
add information or even to replace words altogether. Although the use of emojis is subjected to debate, this has 
not stopped individuals from using them indiscriminately and even creating emoji renditions of literary works. 
There are many questions surrounding the development and use of emojis, such as the extent to which people are 
able to accurately translate them into language. The present paper explores whether readers of an extract from 
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Joe Hale’s emoji version of Alice in Wonderland can have a common interpretation that is similar to the original 
text. 

Oravițan, Alexandru  
West University of Timișoara, Romania 

Sensory Overload: History, Memory, and Resistance in Don DeLillo’s Falling Man 

In the context of post-9/11 literary representation, the issue of memory is a deeply problematic one, as it is an 
integral part of the trauma provoked by the fall of the Twin Towers. In his 2007 offering, Falling Man, Don DeLillo 
foregrounds an essential dilemma: the question of memories in the post-9/11 world. Are they to be seen as the 
incarnation of deeply traumatic instances to be banished from the collective psyche or as identity-defining 
experiences to be preserved forever? This paper aims to explore the representational mechanisms employed by 
DeLillo in his attempt to carve out this fundamental conundrum of the early 21st century by taking into account 
one of the author’s own takes on the mission of the writer in this problematic geopolitical and social context: “I 
think writers, by nature, must oppose things, oppose whatever power tries to impose on us.” 

Papahagi, Adrian  
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

Glosses and “Glossenglossierung” in the Continental and Anglo-Saxon Traditions of Boethius’s De Consolatione 
Philosophiae 

In many ninth- and tenth-century manuscripts of the Consolatio Philosophiae, an original layer of glosses is 
doubled by further explanatory glosses. This phenomenenon was called by Petrus Tax “Glossenglossierung”, i.e. 
glossing other glosses. Some of this “Glossenglossierung” is in the vernacular, especially in manuscripts belonging 
to the Sankt Gallen tradition. Interlinear glosses in the vernacular also appear in tenth-century Anglo-Saxon 
manuscripts, many of which are related to Canterbury. What does this tell us about the status of the vernacular in 
Anglo-Saxon manuscripts? And is there any relationship or overlapping between the Old English glosses in 
Cambridge, CCC MS 241 and Cambridge, Trinity College MS O.3.7 and the Alfredian Boethius? 

Părău, Călina  
Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

“Histories of Forgetting: W.G. Sebald” 

The following paper addresses the “literature of ruins” as the post-war literature that deals with the lacks and 
empty spaces inside memory. Impossible testimony and unreflected zones of consciousness are different modes of 
dealing with the past. W. G. Sebald is one of the exponential writer for discussing the problematics of amnesia and 
the silent whisper of the unknown. How can we assume the memory of the inhuman resting at the core of the 
human? Can we talk about an imaginary of forgotten wounds when searching for the faces of the past century? 
Microhistory might be able to give an answer offering a disintegrated testimony that functions as a discourse of 
the rest or as the writing of the ruin. Is Sebald a writer of the post-culture and if so what type of memory can deal 
with lost voices and deserted places? These are some of the questions addressed in order to find out whether the 
forms of absence by which we live are telling us something more about the structure of our consciousness and the 
distribution of knowledge by the mechanisms of forgetting. 

Parrott, Jeffrey Keith  
Palacký University, Olomouc, The Czech Republic 

Pronominal-case typology and variation in Bulgarian: A pilot study 

This talk reports results from a pilot questionnaire study of Bul(garian) pro(nominal) case to be carried out in 
Veliko Tarnovo. The fieldwork has two initial goals. The first is to confirm the current hypothesis that Bul is 
Subject-Form default, unlike English-Danish. The second is to replicate work by Sigurðsson et al.; the current 
hypothesis is that Bul will behave like Swedish. The novel evidence gleaned from this and future comparative 
inquiry into Slavic will be incorporated with Germanic data, supporting a comprehensive Distributed Morphology 
theoretical treatment of pro-case typology and variation (Parrott, 2013, 2017, To appear). 
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Percec, Dana  
West University of Timișoara  

The Undefined Setting. Space and Gender in Shakespeare’s Chronicle Plays 

The paper starts from the cultural and feminist theories which impose an image of the projections of early modern 
space as strictly segregated in terms of gender. Thus, while the public space is masculine, with very few 
exceptions, and populated with male professions and occupations, the private, domestic space is traditionally 
gendered feminine, characterized by an intimacy or, conversely, a conviviality which belongs to the female 
spectrum. While conventionally this observation is true, I would like to argue that, in the case of Shakespeare’s 
historical plays, the usual gender-genre continuum, highly applicable in the reading of the comedies and 
romances, is interrupted. Here, space, in the usual settings of this type of plays, is permeated, a cross-gender 
contamination taking place. If, in Henry V or Richard III, the settings are presented consecutively (the all-male 
battlefield and then the mixed gender royal palace, respectively, the palace and then the battlefield), in King John, 
the battle and the siege of Angiers is represented symbolically not only by the single combat between male 
soldiers, but also as the verbal duel between two queens, the joint actions actually validating each other. 

Petrar, Petronia Popa  
Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

Amnesiac Remnants: Tom McCarthy’s Remainder 

Read in the context of the current fascination with the world of things that both supersedes and constitutes the 
human, Tom McCarthy’s 2005 Remainder disturbs the certainties we take for granted as the foundations of history 
and identity.  Focusing on the amnesiac narrator’s attempts to piece together the shards of memory by examining 
the (im)possibilities of the persistence of matter, the novel translates into the language of narrative (therefore 
complicating them beyond redemption) our efforts to dominate bodies as well as objects, and their imminent 
failure. 

Pop Liliana 
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

Shelley Looks at a Painting 

While Shelley’s dynamic thought and imagination kept pushing him to find new ways of responding to social and 
artistic issues that did not offer him the leisure of stopping in front of a work of art in contemplation, like Byron 
or, most famously, John Keats, there are two instances in which, surprisingly, poetry is born of this very desire to 
linger in front of a masterpiece and try to explore its depth. 
 This presentation deals with such a painting seen through the eyes of Shelley and the poem that resulted from 
this moment of repose. 

Pop, Mihaela Ursa  
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

Postmemorial Materialities in the Herta Müller’s Novels 

Starting from the two best-known novels by Müller, The Land of Green Plums and The Hunger Angel, this paper 
looks at how meaning is transferred throughout the narrative by a constant negotiation of language and material 
objects. The intimacy block under trauma blurs the semiotic borders of linguistic messages and material ones in a 
most fertile transcript of postmemorial prose. The grotesque and the non-human take part in this transcription as 
remnants of humanness and vitality, reintroducing the individual to humanity. 

Popescu, Sinziana  
Ovidius University of Constanta 

The Trauma of Re-location in August Wilson’s The Pittsburgh Cycle 

The trauma of re-location is visible throughout the ten plays which make up the Pittsburgh Cycle by African 
American playwright August Wilson. The present paper deals with this re-location traumas of the characters who 
move from the rural South to the industrial North. Focusing on plays such as “Gem of the Ocean”, “Ma Rainey’s 
Black Bottom”, “The Piano Lesson”, “Fences”, and “Radio Golf”, each dealing with a decade of the twentieth century 
and with the traumas of the past and the hardships of the present time. The plays will provide examples for 
analysis from the re-location perspective starting with the turn of the century until the last years. 
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Radu, Adrian  
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca, Romania 

The Critic, the Painter and the Slave Ship: Ruskin on Turner’s Modernity 

It is a well-known fact that Ruskin’s Modern Painters was initially intended to be a defence of Turner but 
developed into a complex discussion of the principles of painting, especially landscape painting and the building 
up a system of aesthetics. Accordingly, he describes the ways in which imagination can respond to the most subtle 
details of colour and form in the natural world as opposed to the colourless and shapeless inorganic world created 
by his contemporaries. In this respect, the passage in which he discusses one of Turner’s chief paintings, “Slave 
Ship”, becomes a revelation of Ruskin’s exquisite descriptive art, a textbook example of ekphrasis in which Ruskin 
insists on the painter’s skilful use of light and colour and his skill in the representation of forms that take shape in 
nature – in the sky and in the waves of the sea. How this takes textual shape is the main aim of this paper.  

Rosca, Laura-Corina  
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

Ekphrasis in Postmodern British Fiction: Esther Freud’s Summer at Gaglow 

By questioning the binary opposition between literature as a temporal art and painting as a spatial art, this paper 
discusses the significance of ekphrasis in postmodern British fiction. It focuses on the correspondences between 
the verbal and visual representations and it asserts their essential contribution to the history of ideas and to 
postmodern aesthetic identity. It explores the importance of ekphrasis within the postmodern cultural sphere by 
reflecting upon Esther Freud’s poetics of space and temporal experimentation in Summer at Gaglow (1997). This 
paper argues that ekphrasis is a dynamic notion that changes together with the development of postmodern 
literature. 

Rowley, Sharon M. 
Christopher Newport University, US 

Bishop Lyfing, Crediton, and Cambridge, Corpus Christi College MS 41 

This essay explores the implications of MS 41 being copied in Crediton under the auspices Bishop Lyfing. Lyfing 
had been a monk at Winchester and Abbot of Tavistock before becoming bishop of Crediton and Cornwall (1027-
46) and bishop of Worcester (1038-46). He had close ties to King Cnut, and connects Crediton with important 
centers of English power, literacy, and learning, especially Winchester and Worcester—places where copies of the 
OE Bede could be found. I have recently found two new, previously unnoticed (and unidentified) hands in CCCC 
41, and have been working to localize them with hopes that they will shed new light on the provenance of the 
manuscript, and help us to better understand both the production of this manuscript, and the place of Crediton in 
the early Church during the tenth and eleventh centuries. 

Sas, Ramona Ana  
West University of Timișoara 

Neo-tribe memory. Or how the past still haunts you down - a Central European Dilemma 

This study proposes a comparative analysis of the link between memory and the “neo-tribal” formations of 
postmodern time, depicted in two novels written by Jáchym Topol: City, Sister, Silver and Angel Station. Starting 
from the concept of “neo-tribe” coined by the theoretician Michel Maffesoli, this paper brings to light ways in 
which memory, past or history are updated and recycled in the post-Communist reality of neo-tribes. Moreover, 
through this comparison, we have come to a conclusion that certifies a Central-European specific which is the 
haunted relationship with the historical past, as well as the attitude of mistrust towards a better future. 

Serban, Andreea  
West University of Timisoara 

Revising the Heroic Ideal in Manga Shakespeare Julius Caesar 

Although domesticated in the western world, manga adaptations of Shakespearean plays make them more 
accessible and offer readers a sense of immediacy that the written text alone cannot challenge. This paper aims to 
explore the ways in which two western manga transmediations of Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar play with light and 
darkness, as well as with human and non-human elements, to deconstruct the Renaissance heroic ideal. Heroic 
conventions and qualities such as dignity, honour, self-discipline and social responsibility are deconstructed and 
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revised not only by Shakespeare himself but also by the manga artist in agreement with this new medium’s 
requirements. 

Smedescu, Andreea  
PhD graduate from the University of Bucharest 

Under the Sign of Anamnesis: Ethics of Remembering in George Eliot’s The Spanish Gypsy and in Ion Budai-Deleanu’s 
Ţiganiada 

This paper compares and contrasts two literary works where the gipsy character is represented as the racial 
Other whom society compels to silence its history.  Either we are talking about Eliot’s The Spanish Gypsy, where 
the Zincala tribe is enslaved by the Spaniards or we focus on Budai-Deleanu’s gipsy camp, the identity of the gipsy 
is constructed as a “racial construct”, a sign of otherness, and as a symbol of man’s need of existing in time. Besides 
the comparative approach, I have applied an imagological approach because the representation of the gipsy 
reflects the mental image of the racial other. 

Stanciu, Cristina  
Virginia Commonwealth University, US 

Photography, Memory, and the Legacy of Residential Schools in Native North America 

In Indigenous contexts, images have functioned historically as political allegories, suggestive of the power of the 
settler state over Indigenous nations. Despite the saturation of “Indian”-inflected images in settler colonial 
representations, Indigenous and First Nations people in North America are still, for the most part, invisible. This 
presentation will interrogate the politics of settler-colonial uses of images of indigenous children in boarding and 
residential schools in the US and Canada. Part of a larger settler-colonial project of elimination through education 
(Patrick Wolf), boarding and residential schools aimed to “kill the Indian and save the man” (US) and to “kill the 
Indian in the child” (Canada). These institutions staged and used photographs of Native children strategically to 
document “successful” acculturation and to market the settler colonial agenda. Before-and-after photographs, I 
argue in this presentation—at Carlisle Indian School in Carlisle, PA or at Regina Indian School, Saskatchewan—
purport to document transformation as they omit and erase indigenous history and agency. As Maori scholar 
Linda T. Smith has argued, Indigenous communities have struggled for centuries to exercise a fundamental right: 
“to represent ourselves.” In the last three decades, indigenous artists have engaged in what Michelle Raheja calls 
visual sovereignty, the creative self-representation of Native artists, turning the archival absence into presence. I 
zoom in on an indigenous-curated exhibit about the legacy of residential schools in Canada, “Where Are the 
Children?” (2001), which I read as a salient example of indigenous visual sovereignty. By juxtaposing archival 
materials (photographs, text, maps, classroom textbooks, and government papers) with video stories told by 
contemporary survivors wrestling to voice a traumatic past, the Native-curated exhibit restores not only 
indigenous history but also visibility and agency in imagining a resilient Indigenous future. 

Stefanescu, Bogdan 
University of Bucharest 

Colonial Trauma and the Trope of the Historical Void in a Second-World Culture. A Comparative Case Study of Romania 

Starting from the isomorphic structures of the communist and postcolonial conditions this article proposes that 
the common representational template of colonized identities—whether of the Second or of the Third World—is 
the trope of the void, a recurrent image in the literary-cultural discourse produced in postcommunist and 
postcolonial contexts alike. This trope or topos conveys the sense of lack and emptiness in the former Soviet and 
Western colonized subjects, the deeply entrenched trauma caused by an alien and malignant modernity. The 
traumatic void metaphor permeates identitarian representations both in Third-World and Second-World cultures 
after Communism and colonialism and, in so doing, reinforces the similitudes, homologies, and intersections 
which may sketch a revision and remapping of colonial history. In this comparative discussion, the paper suggests 
various representations of postcolonial vacuity from authors as “distant” and distinctive as Africans Chinua 
Achebe, Achile Mbembe, and Wole Soyinka, or the East Europeans Constantin Noica, Andrei Codrescu, Viktor 
Pelevin, Zygmund Bauman, Andrej Stasiuk, and Alexander Kiossev to give just a few examples. 
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Szucs, Orsolya  
Pazmany Peter Catholic University Budapest, Hungary 

Narrative and memory in Edna O’Brien’s The Little Red Chairs 

My paper examines how O’Brien employs narration in order to open up the past and force the reader as well into 
the center of the experience that she addresses. The landscape functions as a mnemonic witness device, a space of 
memories; the visual, auditory and tactile experiences that it transmits stretch the boundaries of what it means to 
be human. Moreover, the silenced dead bodies of the past in The Little Red Chairs also testify and become the sites 
of memory. The main theoretical thread of my paper draws upon the thought Jean Luc Nancy, Zygmunt Bauman 
and the methodology of cognitive narratology. 

Tecucianu, Cătălin  
“Mihai Viteazul” National Intelligence Academy, Bucharest 

Reconciling History: Filling in the Gaps in Australia’s Colonial Past 

The colonial history of the British Empire is fraught with examples of crimes against humanity: from the 
concentration camps established in South Africa during the Boer War, to the wide-scale exploitation of both the 
people and the natural resources of its colonies. Countries such as Canada, South Africa, New Zealand or Australia 
are only a few examples of places where the arrival of the British led to a silencing of indigenous histories and 
cultures. 
 Reconciliation is about sharing and understanding history, valuing and respecting cultures and, most 
importantly, mending past mistakes to allow the future to succeed. The history of Australia has many gaps, 
unconnected chapters, with parts of its history left off the records. It is the aim of this paper to look at one of these 
parts and analyze the various ways in which the history of Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders can 
be reconciled with that of the non-Indigenous Australians. 

Tecucianu, Daniela  
Independent Researcher 

Working Through Trauma: Narrative as Therapy in Paul Auster’s The Book of Illusions 

One of the most prominent narratives in Auster’s The Book of Illusions is the story of how The Silent World of 
Hector Mann came to be written. The narrator, an academic whose wife and children die in a plane crash, finds 
writing the only way he can continue living without crumbling to pieces. As he unexpectedly comes across one of 
Hector Mann’s silent film acts, he becomes a monomaniac obsessively researching Mann’s career so as to write the 
only book on his films. The narrator’s scholarly pursuit of Hector Mann is, in his own words, an odd form of 
medicine that enables him to accept loss. In other words, the object of his narration allows him to stop reenacting 
the trauma of his own past and gain distance from it. What the entire novel renders in terms of plot is the 
psychoanalytic process of working through trauma, which happens by way of the written word. Thus, this paper 
brings to the fore the therapeutic value of narrative writing, as it becomes obvious in Paul Auster’s novel. 

Todea, Adriana  
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

Theoretical challenges of Romance SE impersonal constructions 

We look at how Romanian SE generates impersonal structures with (or without?) an implicit agentive argument 
and how this phenomenon translates in other Romance languages and integrates with other Romance SE 
phenomena, such as true reflexivity, passivisation and retroherent unaccusatives and unergatives. We discuss the 
phenomenon using both Relational Grammar multiattachment and the Minimalist Agree! operations. 

Velte, Samara  
Researcher and PhD candidate at the University of the Basque Country (Bilbao, Spain) 

Memory building through history books: analysing the first attempts to teach about the Basque conflict (1968-2011) 

Almost a decade has passed since the Basque organization ETA ended its armed attacks on politicians, police 
forces and the civil population (2011). During these years, the first generation that has no direct memories on the 
violent past has grown to young adulthood, but formal education has so far failed to address the issue in the 
classrooms. In 2018, the Basque regional government published the first material focusing specially on the 
conflict, although political disputes have hindered it from being put into practice in schools, showing that the 
narratives about the past are still perceived as an area of conflict. This paper focuses on the main discourses that 
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two textbooks and the project presented by the Government build about the origin of the conflict, the main actors 
involved and their representation. These are analysed using Critical Discourse Analysis as a methodological tool 
and based on a peacemaking perspective as defined by Johan Galtung, in the sense of depolarising narratives as a 
way of overcoming mental schemes created and reinforced by the conflict, but at the same time accepting the 
possibility of a variety of narratives. 

Vukelić, Aleksandra  
University of Belgrade, Serbia, Faculty of Philology 

Memories of complicity: Margaret Atwood’s The Blind Assassin and Kazuo Ishiguro’s The Remains of the Day 

This paper compares and analyses two Booker Prize-winning novels by Margaret Atwood and Kazuo Ishiguro. The 
events leading up to World War Two loom large in both The Blind Assassin and The Remains of the Day, and it is 
this link between the novels that the paper focuses on, foregrounding the narrators’ relationships with Nazi-
supporting political figures. Ishiguro’s Mr Stevens and Atwood’s Iris Chase both grapple with the issues of guilt, 
complicity and responsibility. Placing the novels in the context of historiographic metafiction, the paper sheds 
light on the strategies narrators employ as they come to terms with their past. 

Waligóra, Janusz  
Pedagogical University of Krakow, Poland 

A Man – from History to Ethics… Wisława Szymborska’s Poetic Anthropology 

Wisława Szymborska’s work can be perceived as a poetic lesson of philosophical anthropology. Her lyrical 
diagnosis seems to realize a philosophers’ dream of researching and expressing the sense of what being a man 
means. She is full of appreciation for man’s talents, skills and possibilities and at the same time full of melancholy 
having experienced human misery, weakness and evil, especially while facing the unrelenting laws of History and 
Nature. And it is historical experience which often becomes in her poetry a starting point for ethical and 
anthropological reflection. When the lesson of History appears to be a lesson of cruelty and evil, the “gift of 
forgetting” turns out to be a consolation. When the war leaves behind only death and destruction, the fact that “we 
give birth on ruins” inspires hope. 

Zsuzsa, Mathe  
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

What Time Does in Language: A Crosslinguistic Analysis of Force Dynamic Patterns in Time Metaphors. 

Such a universal yet abstract concept as time can have unique representations in language. The schema of 
causation and force dynamics show that time, such an elusive entity, generally associated with space, can appear 
in various metaphorical contexts, i.e. as the entity or the force that causes change in the world. Force dynamics is 
rooted in the schematic system of force and causation, more precisely on knowledge structures and schematic 
patterns based on the physical environment and experiences: “how entities interact with respect to force”. Besides 
the underlying cognitive processes, the good/evil polarity is one of the main factors of analysis for these 
metaphors, because it determines the metaphorical profile of time in language. 

 
 


